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Editorial

Dear Readers,

Greetings!

As we set forth on an introspective journey through the pages of our annual magazine, we are
reminded of the profound theme that has embedded itself into each word of our school’s
narrative this academic year: “Creating Justice to Celebrate Harmony.” It is with great pleasure
that we present to you a collection of moments that not only stand testament to our enduring
commitment to excellence but also reflect our consistent efforts to foster strong ethics within
our society through the young minds of our students.

The assorted array of activities and events that are chronicled within these pages will give you
a glimpse of our staff and students’ spirited resolve to champion the cause of justice and pave
the way to a more harmonious world. Through the lens of our talented photographers and the
words penned by our aspiring writers, the magazine captures snapshots of joy, triumphs,
curiosity, disappointments, expectations, compassion, and resilience that have defined our
collective journey. Each page serves as a kaleidoscope of the beauty that emerges when
individuals come together and pool their efforts for a common goal: to create a more just and
harmonious society.

This annual publication is a tribute to the efforts of numerous individuals all around the world
who ceaselessly and selflessly work towards creating a world where diversity is celebrated,
equality is upheld, and unity is cherished. Together, let us continue to illuminate the path
towards a brighter and better future for all.

With pride and gratitude, in the loving memory of our late Director Sir, Dr. C. J. Samuel.

The Editorial Board
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H.G. Geevarghese Mar Coorilos
Metropolitan Director of Bombay

Message

Apostolic blessings to the Principal, Dr. Roshni George, Administrator, Rev. Fr. John Mathai,
Teachers, Staff, Students, and Parents of Mar Theophilus School, Dhanori.

| am indeed pleased to prayerfully convey my heartfelt wishes on the occasion of publishing
your annual magazine for the academic year 2023-24. It is heartening to know that the school
has continued to show wonderful results for the year, both at the academic and co-curricular
levels. It is difficult to list out the various events but suffice it to say that many of our students
have won laurels in various disciplines and at different levels, making the school proud. I
congratulate the winners and all those who have participated in these events, as well as the
Principal, the Administrator, teachers, and staff who have contributed significantly towards
this. | am grateful for their continued dedication and commitment towards the school achieving
all-round glory. Together, we can strive for continuous improvement and march towards our
goal of creating an institution of sustainable excellence. We are also happy to know that all the
stakeholders, viz., the students, and parents have been marching together with the school
management and staff in this noble journey.

In this quest for excellence, we should always strive to ensure justice prevails in all things we
do. In this context, | am happy to know that the theme for the year was ‘Create Justice to
Celebrate Harmony’. Two words stand out in this: Justice and Harmony. We generally think
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of justice in terms of legal justice. But it is a more complex subject that involves a gamut of
areas. Take, for instance, gender equality, income equality, justice for the differently abled,
climate change (which affects millions globally, especially the poor), food insecurity, racial
justice, poverty, etc. There are umpteen such issues that require justice, and only then can we
hope for harmony. Justice is considered to be the foundation of a secular society, or for that
matter, of humanity at large. Let us strive to contribute towards justice for all.

With warm regards and best wishes to all.

Geevarghese Mar Coorilos Metropolitan,
Diocese of Bombay




Rev. Father John Mathal
Administrator, Dr. Mar Theophilus School

Message

In pursuit of an ideal world with dignity and delight where harmony thrives.

Dear Theophilian family- Staff, Students, and Parents,

In aworld where injustice, inequality, and violence frequently splinter society, finding harmony
can seem like an unattainable goal. However, the cornerstone of justice is the basis of a
genuinely harmonious community. Justice is like planting the seeds of peace and raising a
community where equality, fairness, and respect are valued. This idea is a realistic strategy for
promoting harmony and peace in our communities, not merely an aspirational goal.

The Relationship between Justice and Harmony

Harmony is not just the absence of conflict but also the presence of positive relationships,
mutual respect, and collective well-being. Justice is how this balance is achieved. Justice
addresses the underlying causes of discord by confronting injustices and rectifying wrongs,
guaranteeing that all members of society have equal opportunities and are protected against
exploitation and discrimination. By taking a proactive stance, peace is allowed to flourish.




Ways to foster justice:

1. Equal Protection under the Law: The impartiality of the legal system is the foundation of
justice. Without any discretion, every person should abide by the law. This includes tackling
systemic prejudices within the legal system and amending policies that disproportionately harm
marginalised communities.

2. Access to resources: Social harmony is reliant on economic justice. Every person should
get an equal opportunity to avail resources. This involves providing everyone with equal access
to housing, work, healthcare, and education. It is important to create policies that level the
playing field for everyone by bridging the wealth and poverty gaps.

3. Human Rights Protection: Every person is entitled to a free and dignified life. This entails
defending gender equality, upholding civil freedoms, and opposing all forms of prejudice. We
must defend human rights to establish the fundamental worth of every individual and build the
foundation for a society.

4. All-encompassing Governance: Justice is best served only when everyone's voice is heard.
This entails promoting inclusive political procedures that uphold and represent a range of
viewpoints. Communities can actively participate in determining their future through civic
engagement and participatory government.

5. Remedial Procedures: Conventional punitive justice frequently falls short in addressing the
root causes of conflict and crime. An alternative is provided by restorative justice, which
emphasises healing and reconciliation. Restorative practices promote accountability,
restitution, and the reintegration of offenders into society, which contributes to the healing of
society.

Honouring Peace via Justice

Justice is a practice that needs to be lived and not just a theory. Around the world, communities
are coming up with creative methods to incorporate justice into their everyday routines,
fostering environments that support peace.

Educational Initiatives: Teaching the values of justice requires a strong partnership between
schools and community organisations. Youth development programmes that emphasise civic
engagement, empathy, and conflict resolution give them the skills to contribute positively to a
just society.

Community Conversations: Open discussions and forums help lower barriers and foster
understanding. Through these forums, users can voice their complaints, discuss their
experiences, and work together to find solutions to problems that affect the community.

Cultural Celebrations: Music, art, festivals, music performances, and cultural exchanges can
all be effective means of advancing harmony and fairness. These gatherings honour variety and
promote harmony, constantly reminding us of our common humanity. Public art projects,
community theatres, and music programmes can provide platforms for expression and
connection, enriching the community’s cultural fabric.




To conclude, the celebration of harmony cannot occur without the pursuit of justice. To create
a world where everyone can live in peace and prosperity, justice is not merely a moral
requirement but also a practical necessity. We should establish favourable grounds for harmony
to germinate and grow by addressing injustices, defending rights, and promoting inclusive and
impartial communities. Let's pledge to pursue justice as a goal unto itself and as the means to
a harmonious and unified world.

Fr. John Mathai

(Administrator)
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Mrs. Roshni George
Principal, Dr, Mar Theophilus School

Message

Dear Theophilians and Parents,

As we embark on another chapter of our journey here at Dr. Mar Theophilus School, | am filled
with immense pride and excitement to craft this message for our yearly school magazine,
“Vision’. At the core of our educational mission lies the belief that every individual deserves
respect, dignity, and equitable opportunities. Through this initiative, we aim to foster a culture
of understanding, empathy, and inclusivity within our Theophilian family and beyond. Based
on this mission, we celebrate the 2023-24 yearly theme “Create Justice to Celebrate Harmony.”

Creating justice means actively working towards fairness and equality for all, irrespective of
differences in race, gender, religion, or background. It is about recognising and celebrating the
unique contributions of each individual while striving for unity and harmony. Our commitment
to justice extends beyond the confines of our classrooms, as we endeavour to make a positive
impact in our local and global communities.

The Theophilian family embraced this initiative wholeheartedly and actively participated in
various activities and programmes that were organised based on the theme.

Before | conclude, | would also like to take a moment to celebrate some of the recent
achievements of our school.
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Our students excelled in various interschool competitions, bringing home numerous trophies
and accolades in sports, the arts, and academic events.

Students engaged in diverse sports competitions at CISCE Zonal, Regional, and National
levels, including Chess, Kho-Kho, Karate, Taeskwondo, Swimming, Badminton, Table Tennis,
Handball, Archery, and Skating. The school hosted the CISCE Zonal Level Karate
Championship and excelled in Zilla Parishad Level events like Table Tennis, Swimming,
Chess, Badminton, Kabbadi, Football, Volleyball, Kho-Kho, Cycling, Mallakhamb and
Skating. Additionally, students showcased their skills in National Level events like Road Race,
Chess, and Karate, as well as intellectual competitions like the Maharashtra Selection and Trials
Quiz. Collaboration with Silver Zone Olympiad, NELTAS ECAT’s International English
Language, and Humming Bird Olympiads’ International Spell Bee nurtured intellectual
growth. Notably, Bhoomi Jaiwal won accolades in various art competitions. The school's
remarkable achievements include 109 gold medals, 92 silver medals, 71 bronze medals, and 12
trophies, highlighting the dedication and sportsmanship of both students and mentors.

The dedication and hard work of our students and teachers resulted in a significant increase in
our overall success rate in board examinations, with many achieving top honours.

Let us continue to strive for excellence in all that we do while embodying the values of justice,
harmony, and compassion.

Mrs. Roshni George
(Principal)
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Sweet Reflections

With Great Power Comes Great
Responsibility

As the Head Girl of Dr. Mar Theophilus School, | embarked on a journey filled with
challenges, growth, and invaluable lessons. From managing responsibilities to inspiring my
peers, every moment shaped my understanding of leadership.

Leading as Head Girl was both an honour and a challenge. It was a rewarding experience, but
it also included challenges, such as balancing academic responsibilities with extracurricular
duties and managing various school-related tasks. Embracing the role taught me the importance
of empathy and effective communication. Through overcoming the obstacles and celebrating
successes, | learned that true leadership isn't about authority; it's about service and
empowerment.

The best thing I learned throughout the journey was to "never criticise anyone,” and I guess it
was the best lesson | learned in my entire life. As | reflect on my experience, | realise that being
Head Girl wasn't just a title but a profound opportunity. Overall, it was a chance to make a
meaningful impact and leave a lasting legacy within the school.

Akshada Vangari
Head Girl
(2023-24)

Leadership Lessons- Reflections on My Journey

Reflecting on my journey as the head boy, I realize the profound lessons I’ve learned and the
growth ’ve experienced. The role of a Head Boy, representing the student council, tasked me
with not only representing the school but also promoting the holistic development of all
students.

Serving in this capacity has been an enriching experience. It provided ample opportunities to
engage with fellow students and faculty, refining essential skills such as time management and
leadership. Balancing academic obligations with the responsibilities of the head boy required
effective time management. Through prioritization and meeting deadlines, | successfully
navigated the demands of both roles, maintaining a balanced schedule.

Central to my role was the importance of communication. While | initially struggled with

confidence in this area, the responsibilities of the role pushed me to improve. Engaging with
teachers and students alike, | found my voice and improved my ability to articulate ideas
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effectively. As | conclude my term as head boy, | can confidently say that my communication
skills have markedly improved.

The title of head boy is more than just a designation; it's a catalyst for personal growth and self-
improvement. This chapter of my academic journey has been transformative, leaving an
indelible mark on my path forward. While my term may have come to a close, the lessons
learned will continue to shape my future endeavours.

| extend my heartfelt gratitude to the members of the student council for their unwavering
support. To the incoming student council, | offer my best wishes and encouragement as you
embark on your journey. May you lead with integrity, empathy, and a commitment to serving
the school community.

Harsh Tarani
Head Boy
(2023-24)
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The school is proud to announce the outstanding academic achievement of the 202324 batch
in the ICSE Board Examinations. With a remarkable achievement, the batch secured a 100%
pass rate, with all 99 students successfully clearing the exams.

Among the notable achievements, Mast. Anuj Sachin Yadav and Mast. Naga Nidhish Satish
Mamidipaka secured an impressive 98.2%, topping the school achievers list. Miss. Mahi Singh
stood second in the school with 97.8%, closely followed by Miss. Ridhima Narayana Sheregara
with 97.2% in the third position. The fourth position was secured by Mast. Harsh Naresh Tarani
who scored 97% and Mast. Rugved Nitin Kharat came fifth with 96.8%.

This outstanding result reflects the hard work and dedication of the students, the guidance
provided by the staff, and the unwavering support from their parents. The school congratulates
all the students for their hard work and remarkable achievements, with the confidence that they
will continue to excel in their academic pursuits and professional careers.
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Annual Report

In a world where shadows loom, we strive for change,
A society yearning for a brighter future.
Justice, love, and education's stride,

Shall lead us to a better tide
Together we'll build a world anew,

Where justice, love, and knowledge thrive.
Hand in hand, we'll rise above,

A society anchored in justice, love, and harmony.

A very good evening His Grace Dr. Geevarghese Mar Theophilus, Rev. Priests, dignitaries,
ladies and gentlemen. In my capacity as the Principal of this reputable institution, | welcome
all of you to this year’s Annual Day. The theme of this year on which the entire program
revolves is “Create Justice to Celebrate Harmony.” The theme reflects a noble endeavour that
brings people together, fostering a world where equity, unity, justice, and peace thrive. Justice
is the cornerstone of any harmonious society, as it ensures that every individual is treated with
fairness, dignity, and respect.

In our collective pursuit of justice, let us remember that our differences make us unique and
beautiful. Embrace diversity as the melody that enriches the symphony of life. Let us strive for
a world where no one is discriminated against because of their race, gender, religion, or socio-
economic status. It is through empathy and understanding that we can build bridges and break
down the walls that divide us.

True harmony is born from justice. Let's be the change we wish to see in the world, and
together, we can create a more just, inclusive, and harmonious future for all.

Before | commence, | wish to express my profound gratitude for the countless blessings and
support bestowed upon me by the esteemed His Grace Geevarghese Mar Coorilus. He
graciously presided over over forty Annual Days during my tenure as the principal of St.
Thomas Public School and Dr. Mar Theophilus School, becoming an indispensable presence
at every celebration. Unfortunately, due to health challenges, His Grace is not able to join us
today. Nevertheless, | hold fond memories of his involvement and extend heartfelt prayers for
his swift and complete recovery.

IN MEMORIAM

The year 2023 began for us on a sad note as we lost our loving Director, Sir, Prof. Dr. C.J.
Samuel. Dr. Samuel was not just a name in the annals of history, but a beacon of light and hope
for all who had the privilege of knowing him.

Dr. Samuel’s life was a testament to the power of compassion, knowledge, and tireless
dedication to the betterment of education. In our memories, Dr. Samuel lives on as an
embodiment of the values we hold dear: empathy, integrity, and a relentless pursuit of justice.
His memory will forever be a guiding light, leading us to a future where his ideals of justice,
compassion, and harmony continue to flourish.
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In Memoriam, we honour Dr. C.J. Samuel and the indelible mark he left on the world.

ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS: 2019- 2020, 2020 — 2021, 2021 — 2022

The COVID-19 pandemic has brought unprecedented challenges to schools worldwide. In an
effort to curb the spread of the virus, schools have had to adapt to new teaching methods, safety
protocols, and a constantly changing educational landscape. One of the most significant
changes has been the widespread adoption of remote learning. With the closure of physical
classrooms, schools quickly transitioned to online platforms, allowing students to continue
their education from home. Even in these difficult times, the school strived to achieve the
highest form of excellence. The school saw a top-notch result of 100%.

In the academic year 2019-2020, Diya Jadhav demonstrated her dedication and excellence by
achieving an exceptional score of 99.00%. Anusha A.S. accomplished an outstanding
achievement with a remarkable score of 96.83%, and Anusree Chilamanath achieved a notable
score of 96.67%.

During the academic year 2020-2021, Anagha Chilamanath and Sarang Nair achieved an
incredible score of 98.80%, with Pranjal Gupta following closely at 98.4%. Additionally,
Kanishk Pandey and Divya Sawande performed exceptionally well, securing a score of 97.6%.
In the subsequent academic year 2021-2022, Sasidhar Venkatneti led the way with an
impressive score of 96.6%. Following closely were Sakshi Shukla and Vedant Kadam, who
achieved scores of 96%, and Tushika Joshi, who secured a notable 95.4%.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE YEAR 2023 - 2024

ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS

Our school proudly announces outstanding academic results for the year 2022 - 2023. The
dedication and hard work of our students have manifested in exceptional performances across
various subjects. Notable achievements include high percentages and exemplary scores,
reflecting the commitment to excellence within our academic community.

Pranjal Bhivsankar achieved an outstanding score of 97.8%, showcasing exceptional academic
competence. Following closely, Vaishnavi Patil demonstrated remarkable performance with a
score of 97.2%, while Saher Yashwantrao secured an impressive 97%, reflecting a high level
of dedication and excellence in their academic endeavors.

TEACHERS’ ENRICHMENT PROGRAMMES

Teacher enrichment programs are professional development opportunities designed to enhance
the knowledge, skills, and effectiveness of educators. These programmes aim to support
teachers in their ongoing professional growth, and they can help educators to stay up-to-date
with the latest research and educational trends, develop effective teaching methods, and
collaborate with peers to improve their instructional practices. The school has conducted
various enrichment programs for its teachers to uplift their performance, such as Teachers’
Seminar, Seminar on wellbeing of Teachers, Introduction to Robotics, Workshop on
Understanding the NEP 2020, Teachers’ Seminar by His Grace Geevrghese Mar Coorilus,
some of our teachers also have attended Summit on Implementation of NEP 2020, Webinar on
Vocationalisation of School Education, and Webinar on Integration of Financial Education in
School Curriculum.
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STUDENTS’ ENRICHMENT PROGRAMMES

Student enrichment programs are designed to provide students with additional learning
opportunities and experiences that go beyond the standard curriculum. These programs aim to
foster intellectual, personal, and skill development, encouraging students to explore their
interests and talents. The School was keen to offer various programs to the students like
Interaction with Dr. Ken Spillman a very well-known children’s author, who has authored
numerous children’s books, Awareness Programme on Anti-Addiction, Seminar on Road
Safety and Traffic Rules, Counselling Sessions, Career Counselling for the Tenth standard,
Sessions on Bees and Beekeeping and Seminar by His Grace Geevarghese Mar Coorilus on
Justice and Social Responsibility.

Remedial classes are conducted for the slow learners of various classes to address their weak
areas. This extra support helps them to catch up with their peers academically.

PARENTS’ ENRICHMENT PROGRAMMES

Parent enrichment programs aim to empower parents with knowledge, strategies, and resources
to raise happy, healthy, and successful children. The School conducted Orientation for Parents,
Parents’ Counselling Sessions, and Career Counselling for their wards.

PARENT-TEACHER ASSOCIATION

PTA serves as a bridge between parents and teachers, working collaboratively to support the
school community and enhance the educational experience of students. PTAs are a valuable
component of the educational ecosystem, as they foster collaboration between parents and
teachers, creating a supportive and engaged environment for students to thrive. The School has
a Parent Teacher Association helmed by the Principal as the Chairperson and comprises the
Administrator, Supervisors, representatives of teachers, and parents.

PATRON’S DAY

The Parton’s Day is celebrated to honour the beacon of wisdom that has illuminated our
journey, the individual whose enduring legacy and teachings have formed the bedrock of our
school's mission and principles, Late Lamented His Grace Philipose Mar Theophilus. This day
brings us together in celebration of our patron, whose life and principles remain a source of
inspiration in shaping our community. Patron’s Day was observed with a Prayer Service on 3"
October 2023 and a Holy Mass and Cultural Programme on 17" October 2023.

RED CROSS UNIT

The main purpose of a Red Cross unit in a school is to promote humanitarian principles, provide
support in emergencies, and engage in various community service activities. Participation in a
Red Cross unit not only allows students to contribute to humanitarian causes but also helps
them develop valuable life skills, empathy, and a sense of social responsibility. The Red Cross
Unit Inauguration in the School took place on, 7th June, 2023, where the students were decked
with the badges. Red Cross has conducted various competitions for the students such as Essay
Comepetition, Elocution Competition, Poster Making Competition, Singing Competition, Street
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Play Competition etc... The school was proud to have received the rolling trophy for two
consecutive years for the overall performance.

ART AND CRAFT

Art and craft education in schools plays a significant role in fostering creativity, self-
expression, and the development of fine motor skills in students. It provides students with the
opportunity to explore and express themselves through visual and tactile mediums. Art and
craft classes are valuable in nurturing the artistic and creative potential of students, and they
contribute to a well-rounded education by complementing other academic subjects with a focus
on creativity and self-expression. Various events like Card making for Parents, Idol making
Activity, Rakhi Making Activity, Card Making Activity for soldiers were conducted with the
full participation of the students.

COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS

Competitive examinations in schools are assessments or tests that are designed to evaluate and
compare students' knowledge, skills, and academic performance with their peers. These exams
are often used to identify high-achieving students, allocate scholarships, awards, or honors, and
provide a basis for entry into advanced or specialized educational programs. The School has
collaborated with the Silver Zone Olympiad, NELTAS ECAT’s International English
Language, and Humming Bird Olympiads’ International Spell Bee giving the students ample
opportunity to excel intellectually.

FUNCTIONS AND EVENTS

Special functions and events were conducted in the School offering students and teachers
opportunities for personal growth, social interaction, and community engagement. They helped
to create a well-rounded education and lasting memories for students and teachers. Some events
are as follows: Prayer Service, Guru Purnima, Scholastic Book Fair, National Sports Day,
Onam Celebration, Teachers’ Day Celebration, Children’s Day, Hindi Diwas, International
Yoga Day, Independence Day, etc...

EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES

Educational activities are essential for fostering learning, skill development, and cognitive
growth. These activities are designed to cater to a wide range of interests and learning styles,
helping individuals acquire knowledge and skills while promoting intellectual curiosity and
personal growth. Activities like: Plantation Drive, Bagless Day, Safe Environment Week
Campaign, Summer Book Writing Festival, Cleanliness Drive, Awareness Drive, and Personal
Hygiene Day were the activities to name a few.

COMMUNICATION CHANNELS

Creating a school radio station, magazines, and newsletters can be excellent ways to foster
communication, creativity, and a sense of community within an educational institution.
Keeping this in mind our school has organised The Theophilian Herald — the School Radio,
Theophilian Trailblazers the Monthly Magazine, Monthly Handwritten Magazines, and a
Yearly School Magazine.
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EDUCATIONAL TRIPS AND SCHOOL EXCURSION

Educational trips, often referred to as field trips or excursions, play a significant role in
enhancing the overall educational experience in schools. These trips offer a range of benefits
that go beyond the classroom and textbooks. The aim of this is for the Appreciation of History,
Exposure to Art and Culture, and Building Memories.

On September 16th, the students of the 5th grade visited the BEG Museum and Kirkee War
Memorial in Khadki. The 6th and 7th grades visited the Science Park, at Chinchwad, on the
18th of September. The 8th grade visited the Central Bee Research Institute and Mushroom
Cultivation Training Institute (College of Agriculture) on the 26th and 27th of September. As
part of non-scholastic activities, the students of grade 9 visited the Reliance Mart in
Vishrantwadi.

The school had also arranged picnics for both the teachers and the students. The Pre-Primary
and the Primary students went for a picnic at Chondhe Farms and the Secondary Students’
Picnic was at Prathamesh Resorts. The teachers had a one-day outing to Saguna Farms at
Karjat.

SOCIAL SERVICES

In the Holy Bible, 2 Corinthians 9:7, we read that “God loves a cheerful giver.” Our school
always encourages our students to be socially responsible. There are various programs
conducted to inculcate these values to the children. ‘Joy of Giving’ is such an activity that
emphasizes the positive impact of giving. Students are requested to donate everyday items of
use to the needy and the underprivileged. They will be visiting the destitute homes to give away
the collected items and to celebrate Christmas with the inmates in the coming month.
Students have sent greeting cards to our soldiers who are stationed at the borders. The prepared
greeting cards also were sent to people belonging to various strata of society like the community
helpers, police personnel, government office working personnel, etc... The students also
participated in an awareness program during a visit to Charoli village, where they conducted a
street play and engaged in interactions with the villagers.

INTER-SCHOOL COMPETITIONS

Our students participated in various academic, cultural, and other competitive activities. These
competitions provide a platform for students to showcase their talents, skills, and abilities, and
they promote healthy competition, collaboration, and friendship among students from different
educational institutions. It was with great proud we witnessed our students partaking in the
ASISC Zonal and Regional Declamation, Creative Writing, Debate, Quiz, and Painting.
Students enthusiastically participated in the YMCA Folk Dance and Patriotic Song
Competition. Other competitions our students participated in were the All India Essay
Competition, NDA Quiz, National Youth Dance Festival, Drawing Grade Exams, Science
Quiz, etc...

INTER HOUSE COMPETITIONS

Various inter-house academic and cultural competitions were conducted to provide an
opportunity for students to learn from each other, foster a spirit of healthy competition, and
build a sense of togetherness. The competitions were as follows: Drama, Mono-act, English
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Extempore, Science Quiz, Hindi, English and Marathi Elocution, Marathi Recitation, Essay
Writing, Soft-board Decoration, Patriotic Song, Costume with a Cause, and Story-Telling.

SPORTS

Our school has a rich history of sports activities and accolades. School sports activities play a
crucial role in the overall development of students. They promote physical fitness, teamwork,
discipline, confidence, and leadership skills. The students participated in various levels at
CISCE Zonal, Regional, and National Sports competitions. The events held were Chess, Kho-
Kho, Karate, Taekwondo, Swimming, Badminton, Table Tennis, Handball, Archery, and
Skating. The school was also privileged to host the CISCE Zonal Level Karate Championship,
on 24th June, 2023.

Many of our students participated and won prizes at the Zilla Parishad Level Sports Events.
The Sports activities held at the ZP level were as follows: Table Tennis, Swimming, Chess,
Badminton, Kabbadi, Football, Volleyball, Kho-Kho, Cycling, Mallakhamb, and Skating.
Our students also participated in the National Level Road Race, Golden Belt Karate
Championship, and Maharashtra Selection Trials.

Five of our students made us proud by winning medals at the CISCE National Level Karate
Championship. Anup Nikam, Tejal Kasbe, and Trishla Singh won the silver medal while
Naganidhish and Aditya Shinde brought home the bronze medals.

It was indeed a proud moment when two of our students Arnav Nikam and Tanishka Karanjkar
were selected for the School Games Federation of India for Taekwondo and skating with gold
and silver medals respectively. Kudos to them for the achievement.

In a spectacular display of athletic prowess and determination, our school has achieved
remarkable success in various competitions, securing a total of 84 gold medals, 74 silver
medals, 45 bronze medals, and 11 trophies. These accolades stand as a testament to the hard
work, dedication, and sportsmanship exhibited by our talented students and their mentors.

To our victorious athletes, we commend you for your exemplary performance and
sportsmanship. Your achievements are a source of pride for the entire school community, and
we look forward to witnessing your continued success in the future. Once again,
congratulations to our sports winners, and may your achievements be a source of inspiration
for aspiring athletes within our school.

EVENTS THAT CONCLUDED THE SESSION
From Christmas Celebration, Sports Day, Shakespearean Drama, Annual Exhibition, UN
Assembly, Republic Day, Geography Day, Investiture Ceremony, Graduation Day for the pre-
primary school, and the Farewell function, the events that took place towards the end of our
academic session reflect our commitment to holistic development.
To conclude | would like to attribute the success of the year and extend my gratitude to:

e The Almighty God for blessing us abundantly.

o Our beloved Patron Late Lamented Arch Bishop His Grace Dr. Philipose Mar Theophilus for
being the guiding light.

¢ Our source and mentor of strength and inspiration, our President His Grace Geevarghese Mar
Coorilos.
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e The motivation and guidance given by Late Director, Dr. C.J. Samuel at every step of the
school’s journey.

e The Trustees and Board Members for their invaluable assistance.

e The charismatic teaching, administrative, and support staff for their relentless endeavours and
undying efforts.

¢ The parents for their positive support and unequivocal trust in our shared beliefs.

e To the loving students for their never-dying energy and enthusiasm.

As we embark on a new chapter at Dr. Mar Theophilus School, it is with great enthusiasm and
optimism that we look ahead to a future filled with promise and achievement. Our commitment
to excellence in education, coupled with the dedication of our talented faculty and the boundless
potential within each student, forms the foundation of the bright future we envision. At Dr. Mar
Theophilus School, we are not just shaping minds; we are nurturing the leaders, innovators,
and global citizens of tomorrow.

Wishing a future filled with learning, growth, and countless achievements, | respectfully submit
this Annual Report for the Academic Year 2023 — 2024 at the revered memorial of our esteemed
Patron, the Late and Lamented His Grace, Dr. Philipose Mar Theophilus.

Mrs. Roshni George
(Principal)
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House Reports

Red House

Mar Theophilus House (Red House) is named after an eminent spiritual leader who is also the
founder of our school, the late lamented His Grace, Dr. Philipose Mar Theophilus. The red
colour of the house represents determination, a value with which His Grace pursued his
humanitarian endeavours. A value that is personified in the spirit and the zeal of the house
members.

The year 2023 brought with it many new hopes, challenges, joys, obligations, and
responsibilities. Led by the House Captain, Mahi Singh, and the Vice Captain, Janhavi
Gangakedkar, it proved to be a year of all-round excellence. Several activities and competitions
took place throughout the year, and the members of the house faced them with a mindset of
never surrendering before difficulties.

The house saw success in competitions like the Marathi Elocution Competition, Patriotic Song
Competition, Science Quiz, and various sporting events, especially the March Past Competition
held on Sports Day. All year round, Red House was seen giving a spirited performance, even
though it had its share of disappointments. The students and teachers held on tenaciously to
their aim of giving their best, and their efforts resulted in the house winning the First Position
Rolling Trophy.

| congratulate and thank the members of the house—the leaders, the students, and the
teachers—for their hard work, dedication, and team spirit.

-Archana Banke

(House Mistress)
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Mar Dionysius House (Green House) honours the valuable spiritual and humanitarian efforts
of the House’s Patron, the late lamented His Grace, Geevarghese Mar Dionysius. The green
colour represents harmony, which was also an integral part of the annual theme, 'Create Justice
to Celebrate Harmony’.

The academic session provided many challenging opportunities for the house members to
showcase their talents. The House, under the captaincy of Aayushi Kedar, assisted by Aditya
Jadhav and guided by the teachers, led the team members to give their best in every activity
they undertook.

They came up with their best ideas and most zealous efforts for competitions ranging from the
Patriotic Song Competition to elocution competitions to quizzes. The students contributed
towards organising various events to ensure that their team complies with the values that their
House stands for.

The commitment and the dedicated hard work of the entire team in various events, scholastic
and non-scholastic, together earned the House the third position. | congratulate the team on the
victory as well as wish them the very best for the coming year.

Ms. Chetna Dubey

(House Mistress)

Blue House

Mar Gregorios House (Blue House), named after the late lamented His Grace, Geevarghese
Mar Gregorios, stands for optimism, a value that is core to many other qualities like faith and
courage. The team members, led by House Captain Divyanka Rohamare and Vice Captain
Anup Chaskar, imbibed this quality in all the endeavours they undertook during the academic
session.

Blue House students showcased their oratory skills by clinching the first position in the English
Extempore competition (1X) and the second position in the Hindi Elocution. They demonstrated
their prowess by securing the coveted first position in the science quiz in the secondary section.

On the field, the spirited performance of Blue House during the school march past garnered
them the second prize, underscoring their teamwork, discipline, and physical competency.
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While the journey of the academic year was marked by numerous successes and achievements,
it is noteworthy that despite fierce competition, Blue House secured the third position in overall
participation, a testament to the consistent efforts and determination of our students.

| am delighted and deeply impressed by the outstanding performance of our students and the
teachers who assisted them throughout the academic year.

Ms. Rajnee Yadav

(House Mistress)

Mar Philixinos House embodies the memory of the late lamented His Grace Geevarghese Mar
Philoxenos. Symbolised by the colour yellow, it stands for the core value of loyalty.

The House, led by House Captain Aayush Ravankar and Vice Captain Aaron Joise and
supported by teachers of various sections, showed unwavering dedication and commitment
throughout the year.

Philixinos House has exemplified the spirit of loyalty in various academic and cultural
competitions, giving their best performances in competitions like recitation and elocution
competitions and math and science quizzes. The students also brought individual and team
achievements in various sports events.

Despite facing challenges and tough competition, Philixinos House members showed resilience
and perseverance, reflecting the essence of loyalty, which is encompassed in the beliefs of the
House and its members.

| appreciate the teachers for their contribution and the students for their efforts, zeal, and
exemplary team spirit.

Ms. Roopa Nair

(Head Mistress)

26




~ Thephilian
' Chr’bnides




Activities
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Nature Watch
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Best out of Waste & Model Making

Drama & Mono-acting
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Celebrating Yoga Day

English Elocution and Extempore Competitions
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Felicitation of Teachers on Guru Purnima

Independence Day Activities
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Essay Writing Competition
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ASISC Quiz Competition
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Idol Making for Ganeshotsav
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Knowing our Neighbours
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Elementary and the Intermediate Drawing Grade Examination
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Patron’s Day Programme
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Children’s Day Celebration
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Diwali Celebrations
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Annual Day (Playschool-V)
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Annual Day (VI-X)
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Christmas Celebrations

43




N

Understanding Markets
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Geography Day
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-Act Plays

One

Republic Day Celebration
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Annual Exhibition
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Annual Sports Meet
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Valedictory Function
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Graduation Ceremony
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Campaighs

Safe Environment, Safe Tomorrow Campaign
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Red Cross Unit Inauguration

i

Swachh Bharat Mission’s Swachhata Pakhwada
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Joy of Giving at Balikagram and Mother Teresa Old Age Home
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Field Visits and Outings
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Visited the BEG Museum and Kirkee War Memor

ial

Visit to Science Park, Chinchwad
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Institute
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Visit to Central Bee Research Institute and Mushroom Cultivation Training
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Grades 1 and 2 at Chonde Farms for Picnic

Pre-primary,
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Grades 3 to 5 at Chonde Farms for Picnic

Grades 6 to 10 at Prathamesh Farms for Picnic
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Teachers’ Picnic at SagunaResorts
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[nteractions, Seminars and Workshops
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Parent-Teacher Association Meeting
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Seminar on NEP 2020 for Teachers

Seminar for Students and Staff by H.G. Geevarghese Mar Coorilos
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Seminar on Advanement of Technology
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CISCE Karate Championships
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ZP Swimming Tournament
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CISCE Regional

ARCHERY

Competition
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CISCE Archery Competition




ZP Cycling Competltlon
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English Section
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An Unforgettable Match

Competitions can be great opportunities for personal growth and skill development. Losing a
match doesn’t mean that you’re a failure; rather, it is a chance to learn and improve. This is exactly
what | experienced during an inter-school football competition on the 13th of September.

Despite having exams on the same day, | joined my school team for the event. We had been
preparing for this moment for five months and were eager to put our skills to the test. The
competition took place at Wadia College, where we had to face Nagarwala School.

| played as a midfielder, and our team comprised students
from 8th and 9th grade, while our opponents were all
10th graders—taller and more experienced than us. Their
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|
1
< r

goalkeeper was particularly intimidating due to his
height and skill.

The game started, and within moments, their goalkeeper
scored a stunning goal from his box to ours, a distance of
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A

\|
\'e
ARR

¢ about 60 meters. This early setback shook our

‘ confidence, and despite our efforts, we couldn’t match
J’ the strength of the opposing team. The final score was 7-
0 in their favour, a resounding victory for our opponents
and a crushing defeat for us.

<X
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Following this defeat, our team’s morale was low,
especially our goalkeeper’s. However, | encouraged my teammates to stay positive, attend regular
practice sessions, and strive to perform better in the next competition. As they say, failure is just
a stepping stone to success.

Aditya Jadhav
IX std

Chandrayaan 3: A Game Changer

Chandrayaan-3, launched by the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO), was a space
mission to the Moon targeting its south pole, making India the first country ever to land
successfully on this part of the lunar surface.

The primary objectives of this mission included the exploration of water resources and the
collection of helium-3. Helium-3 is an isotope of helium, and just 1.5 grams of it can generate a
significant amount of energy. It's estimated that this small amount of helium-3 can produce
enough electrical energy to power the entire state of Uttar Pradesh for a single day. This explains
India's focus on the moon rather than Mars.
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Equipped with a rover, Chandrayaan-3 was tasked
with scanning, analysing, and transmitting
information about the lunar atmosphere, elemental
composition, and the presence of water. This
mission marks a significant milestone and serves as
a response to those who doubted India after the
Chandrayaan-2 mission setback. It stands as a

achievement for our country.

Darsh Siyal
IX std

Singing at the YMCA

Our school choir left for an interschool competition at the YMCA. We were dressed in our
army costumes, which we had rented for the occasion.

We departed from our school around 12:30 pm and arrived at the YMCA at approximately 1:45
pm, just in time for the competition that was to commence at 3:00 pm. The anticipation built as
we awaited the start of the event. However, when the host took the stage, it wasn't to kick off the
competition but to ensure all schools were present. With confirmation from the judges, she
proceeded to begin the event, providing introductions for the participating schools and the panel
of judges, who were talented musicians in their own right.

As the competition unfolded, we found ourselves scheduled as the tenth to perform. Despite not
witnessing the performances of the preceding
""";"‘f““’ : : i Y nine schools, we poured our hearts into our
P ;;:{g‘; L CLES s performance, giving it our best shot.
KL a&hlal , £ _ :
Py I\ 5 The moments following our performance were
- i filled with eager anticipation for the results.

When the winners were announced, the first prize
went to another school. Although we initially
hoped for the second prize, our excitement was
short-lived as it was awarded to a school whose
name began with "Dr." While we felt a tinge of
disappointment, we also found solace in the fact
that we had participated and given it our best shot.

Anisha Nair

VI std
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My Very Own Museum

If | could build a museum, it would focus on history. All the ancient artefacts would be
displayed neatly in glass cases for visitors to admire. | believe that people would be happy and
excited to visit my museum.

The museum would consist of five floors, each accessible via fifteen lifts. On the ground floor,
there would be a check-in booth and a ticket counter. The first floor would feature a Stone Age
setup, offering a glimpse into ancient life. The second floor would have a slightly modern theme,
showcasing the evolution of human civilisation over time.

Moving up, the third and fourth
floors would highlight the reigns
of renowned rulers, depicting their
accomplishments and
contributions to history. Finally,
the fifth floor would focus on
technology throughout the ages,
demonstrating how innovation has
shaped society. I truly wish I could
make this dream a reality—it
would be a dream come true!

Safiya Sultana

VII std

Things I Love Doing Only During Monsoons

One of my favourite things to do during the monsoon
season is to take a stroll in the rain with an umbrella.
There's something so delightful about the gentle pitter-
patter of raindrops on the umbrella and the fresh, earthy
scent that fills the air.

Sometimes, | even enjoy wearing a raincoat and going for
a stroll in the rain to enjoy it while feeling snug and
protected from the downpour. If the rain is light, I don’t
mind getting wet either. Despite my mother's warnings
about falling ill, I can't resist the temptation to go out in
the rain. During the monsoon, my friends and | love to
play in the rain together. It's a time of pure joy and
laughter as we splash around, forgetting all our worries.
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What makes the monsoon season even more special for me is that it coincides with my favourite
festival, Ganesh Chaturthi. | eagerly await this time of year to visit the beautifully decorated
mandap, where Lord Ganesha is worshipped. The monsoon season holds a special place in my
heart, and | cherish every moment of it.

Aayush Kumbar
VIl std

My Grandmother

Old people hold a special place in our hearts, akin to that
of gods. Caring for them is like caring for the Gods.

In my family, the oldest person is my grandmother. She
is so full of goodness that I can’t put it in words.
Whenever my parents are away, she steps in to care for
me and my brother with love and tenderness. Not only
does she ensure our basic needs are met, but she also
takes the time to play with us. We often play board
games together, and she never misses attending any
religious ceremonies with us. She loves singing and
reading, particularly religious and historical books.

At the age of eighty-six, my grandmother stands as the
oldest person | know. While there are many elderly
people in our neighbourhood, my grandmother’s wisdom and kindness make her unique. She is
not just a grandmother to me; she is an inspiration and a role model for me.

Avni Kumar

VI std

The Day That Changed My L.ife

It happened when | was studying in the fourth grade. Our English class was going on when a
teacher came into our class and announced that | was being called. At first, | was scared because
| thought that | had done something wrong. For the rest of the class, I could not control my
heartbeat and was quite scared.

| went to another class. | was informed that | had been selected for the interschool Spell Bee
Competition. My joy knew no bounds. | was overjoyed to represent my school. From every
class, two students were selected. My friend, Shravani, was also with me.

I went home and told my mother all about it. She was very happy. | then remembered that | had
to find my interschool-level book for studying. My mother and | spent the entire evening
searching for that book. At last, | found it.
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The next day was a mix of anxiety and excitement.
We were going to Global Indian International
School, Chinchwad. We took the bus,
accompanied by our teacher.

Our journey was full of excitement as well as
nervousness. At last, we arrived. The school had a
huge campus and all sorts of facilities. They were
hosting many competitions, such as Kkarate,
Rubik’s cube, etc. Many schools were
participating. We were allotted our classes.

The competition started, and in the first round, we
were given a worksheet that included questions on grammar, exercises to unscramble the
words, and to write synonyms and antonyms. Out of thirty students, only five were to be
selected for the second and final rounds. | was thrilled when my name was announced, but |
must say, the second round was terrible. It was difficult. Then I noticed that all the questions
were from the textbook of the home school, and that is why a girl from that school won. | came
in third and received a certificate.

It was a useful experience as | got to know more about other schools, their students, their
intellect, and what we could learn from them.

| felt like a frog who had spent its life in a well had leaped into an ocean. | realised how little |
knew, and there was so much more to discover. It helped me gain a new perspective on the
world.

Janhavi Gangakhedkar
IX std

A Wonderful Field Trip

Our field trip was scheduled for September 18, 2023, to a science park. We travelled there by bus,
excited about the adventure that awaited us. Upon
our arrival, a teacher briefed us about the park,
which consisted of two floors divided into five
sections.

The first section had automobiles, with various car
parts on display. Next was the "Fun Science"
section, featuring intriguing machines involving 3D
shapes and shadow experiments. The third section
focused on energy, with machines demonstrating
light, heat, and kinetic energy. Following that was
the machine section, which was followed by a park.
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We had a blast exploring the park, and later, we gathered in the park to enjoy our lunch. Following
our meal, we took a class photo to capture the memories of our exciting day. Then, with smiles
on our faces, we boarded the bus and headed back to school.

The journey back was filled with joy, with some children singing and others dancing. It was an
unforgettable and thoroughly enjoyable trip that left us all with lasting memories.

Karina Verma
VI std

Favourite Monsoon Pastimes

The monsoon casts a spell of beauty with its black clouds painting the sky. It holds a special
place in my heart as one of my favourite seasons, thanks to its beautiful, cool, and breezy
weather.

There are a variety of activities | love indulging in during the monsoon. Topping the list is going
for long drives with my parents and trekking through the lush, green landscape drenched in rain.
Amidst the cloudy atmosphere, | love reading spooky and
adventurous stories with the rhythmic patter of raindrops in
the background.

Sipping hot tea amidst the rain adds to the charm of the
season. Sitting by my window, | can spend the whole day
watching the rain pour down, and if I am lucky, | might even
catch the sight of a rainbow when the sunlight peeks through
the clouds—a sight that never fails to captivate me.

The monsoon is not just a season; it is that magical time of
the year when nature fills our hearts with warmth and
happiness.

Shreya Halder
VIl std

A Day to Remember

It was the day | had been eagerly awaiting—the day of my inter-school basketball match. Before
boarding the bus, our coach gave us instructions and motivated us for the upcoming match. As
we settled onto the bus, my emotions were a whirlwind of nerves and anticipation. Thirty minutes
later, we arrived at the venue.

We sought blessings from our coach, who wished us all the best of luck. Our opponents were
from Bluebell School. Decked out in our school's beautiful jerseys, we were greeted by a large
audience, cheering us on for the match. The court was perfect, presided over by female referees.
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As the match kicked off, we found ourselves trailing by two points in the first 15 minutes. Sensing
the team's morale dipping, I, as their captain, knew | had to intervene. During a timeout, | tried to
motivate the team and encourage them to remain positive. Soon after, we scored two crucial
points, levelling the playing field. The final minutes were intense,
with both teams pushing hard for victory.

In a pivotal moment, the opposing team attempted a shot, only to
miss, sending the ball flying towards me. Seizing the opportunity,
| dashed towards the opposing hoop, only to be met by a defender.
Thinking quickly, I opted to fake a shot and then passed the ball
to my teammate. They took the shot and scored the two points
that secured our victory.

The excitement was intense as we celebrated our win. Our coach
beamed with pride, and the audience hailed it as a nail-biting
spectacle. My teammates and | were overjoyed, and the pride in
my parents' eyes was evident—they were truly proud of me.

Resham Sontakke

IX std
Jokes
e Why don't skeletons fight each other? They don't have the guts.
e What did one wall say to the other wall? "I'll meet you at the corner!"
e Why was the math book sad? Because it had too many problems.
e What do you call fake spaghetti? An impasta.
e Why did the bicycle fall over? Because it was two-tired.
Hriday Neema
VIII std

My Experience of Participating In an Inter-School Competition

An inter-school competition is a thrilling event where schools showcase their talents in various
fields such as dance, music, athletics, karate, and sports. Many schools eagerly participate in these
competitions, each competing to demonstrate their skills and abilities.
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Recently, our school took part in an inter-school competition held
at the YMCA. This competition focused on dance and music,
bringing participants from various schools across Pune. Each
school was asked to perform a traditional dance representing an
Indian state. For our performance, we chose a lively folk dance
from Kerala.

As the event unfolded, we were treated to mesmerising
performances, each representing the rich cultural heritage of
different regions of India. Despite our best efforts, we didn't secure
a win. Nevertheless, the experience was invaluable, and we
cherished the opportunity to witness the diverse forms of
expression by our fellow competitors.

Revathi Baiju

VIII std
Ganesh Chaturthi

Ganesh Chaturthi is a famous Hindu festival celebrated all over India. It is j
celebrated for about seven to ten days. During the festival, devotees bring an idol 0
of Lord Ganesha into their homes and worship the idol.

People decorate their homes and make delicious sweets. At the end of the pooja,
offerings are made and modaks are distributed. After the festival, devotees (
submerge Lord Ganesha’s idol in water. >

Surbhi Patel (\\A )
\ ‘ - - :,// y

11 std

My Best Friend

Friendship is a precious bond that ties two people together and is built on trust, understanding,
and support. However, my experience with friendship has been a bit different. While | do have
friends, I've never been able to find that one true best friend,
mostly because the friend | believed the most repeatedly betrayed
my trust, causing me great pain.

Despite my efforts to be a good friend, always keeping secrets
and offering help whenever needed, | found myself feeling lonely
and abandoned. It seemed like nobody cared to return the same
level of trust and support that | offered them.

Feeling lost and in need of someone to confide in, | turned to my
mom for guidance. She helped me understand the true essence of
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best friends—those who understand us, stand by our side through thick and thin, and offer firm
support. At that moment, | realised that my best friend had been right beside me all along: my
mom.

My mom's cool and understanding nature has always made me feel comfortable sharing my
thoughts and feelings with her. She listens without judgement and offers guidance and support
whenever | need it. With her by my side, | never feel alone, knowing that | have someone who
truly understands and cares for me. She is not just my mom; she is my best friend, the keeper of
all my secrets, and my rock.

Avika Yadav
VIl std

Dussehra

India is known for its rich culture and traditions, making it a land of festivals and celebrations.
Among these festivals, Dussehra holds a special place, celebrated before Diwali, typically in
September or October.

Dussehra, also known as Vijayadashami, commemorates the victory of Lord Rama over the
demon king Ravana. The very name Dussehra signifies the defeat of the demon on the tenth day
of this auspicious festival. Throughout the country, people celebrate by burning effigies of
Ravana, symbolising the triumph of good over evil.

The festival of Dussehra is rooted deep in
Indian mythology and lore. It is believed to
have originated on the day when Lord Rama
vanquished the ten-headed demon Ravana, as
narrated in the epic Ramayana. Legend has it
that Lord Rama sought the blessings of
Goddess Durga, whose divine guidance
ultimately led to his victory. Additionally,
Dussehra is also referred to as Durgaotsav, as
it marks the day when Goddess Durga slayed
the demon Mahishasura.

This festival serves as a reminder of the eternal
struggle  between  righteousness  and
wickedness, with the triumph of good in the end. Dussehra not only celebrates the victory of Lord
Rama but also embodies the power of devotion, courage, and divine intervention in overcoming
obstacles and challenges.

Nimisha Chaturvedi

VII std
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My First Table Tennis Match

My friend Soumil and I went to the table tennis tournament. It was to be held at Bishop’s School,
Kalyani Nagar, Pune, and then at Symbiosis School, Pune.

| was very happy because, for the first time, | was going to participate with students from other
schools. We first went to Bishop’s School. My best friend and I took a taxi, accompanied by our
teacher.

After we reached the school, I noticed that there were more than 70 students who were
participating. | was quite nervous, but I did not give up, and after a few minutes, when | heard my
name being called out, I ran quickly to the table for my first match. My match was against a boy
named Tanmay, and he was a good player; however, | managed to beat him. In the next match, |
was up against an expert player, and | became very
nervous. Due to this nervousness, | ended up losing
the match. However, my opponent was a good
person, and he encouraged me by saying that | was
a good player.

This helped me overcome my nervousness, and |
began to focus on how | could do better in the
competition that was going to be held at Symbiosis
School. Soumil, Ranveer, and | went for the ZP
Zonal competitions. When we entered the sports
room, | saw my best friend, Deepanshu; he had
come to play for his school. | wished him the best
of luck, and he wished the same back to me. Our
match was against Amanora School; unfortunately,
we lost even though we tried our best.

Chirag Ajay Kharat
VI std

A Haiku on Trees

Trees rooted in earth
Spreading branches strong and wide,

Home to life abound.

Ananya Hirulkar
VIl std
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My First Roll-Ball Match

A few days ago, our school participated in an interschool Roll-ball Competition. Roll-ball is an
exciting sport where players wear skating shoes and play basketball with slight variations—it's
like basketball, but with a goalpost instead of a basket.

Our opponents for the competition were from Vikhe Patil High School, and they proved to be
formidable challengers. Despite the tough competition, | found myself thoroughly enjoying the
experience, especially since it was my first time
competing as part of a team.

As the game progressed, our team's hard work and
dedication paid off. When the final whistle blew, the
scoreboard showed a score of 9-7 in our favour, and
we emerged victorious. It was an exhilarating
moment for us all, as we had put in a lot of effort
during practice sessions, hoping for success.

Returning to school in the evening, we celebrated
our victory with soft drinks and jubilant cheers. The
sense of accomplishment and camaraderie among
our team members made the celebration even more
special. It was a day filled with joy and excitement,
where the focus was on enjoying the game rather
than worrying about the outcome.

Tanishka Karanjkar

IX std

The Sweetest Person | Know

Old people are very weak; sometimes they cannot even walk,
sometimes they cannot stand, and we should take care of them
and help them in their work. The oldest person that | know is
my great-grandmother. Her name is Sarubai Bhikaji Thosar,
and she is eighty-three years old.

She cannot walk because she sprained her ankle quite badly.
Despite this, she still works and doesn’t give up. She is a very
kind, wise, and good person. She loves me, and when | was
little, I used to sleep on her lap. Now that | have grown up, |
help her with all of her work. | love my great-grandmother a
lot.

Shreyas Mahabare
std VI
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Chandrayaan 3 — A Proud Achievement

After the disappointing failure of Chandrayaan 2, India was
criticised by many countries. It was a great embarrassment for the

= scientists at ISRO; however, they refused to be discouraged and
o were prepared to relaunch the rocket.

(L] Despite the devastating failure of Chandrayaan 2, the scientists of
i ISRO came back with renewed spirit and announced the launch of
Chandrayaan 3. It was an arduous yet great journey for India, and
there was great hope in the hearts of Indians that our scientists would
succeed this time. On the 14" of July, 2023 Chandrayaan 3 was
launched from Shriharikota. Chandrayaan 3 was successfully
launched towards the south pole of the moon.

23rd August, 2023 turned out to be another thrilling milestone for

~ P A the scientists and the space research sector of India. Chandrayaan 3
managed to land successfully on the south pole of the moon, and with that, it was able to hold
India’s head high in front of the whole world.

Harsh Purohit
IX std

My Struggles with My Sister

Being an elder sister, | always have to adjust. Even for
something as simple as a chocolate! | was peacefully enjoying
my time with my parents, but after a few years my sister came
into our family, and all the love | got was divided.

Whenever | asked my mom if she loved my younger sister more
than me, she would say that she was small, and needed more
attention. My mother said this in such a way as if | am way too
old, even though | am not even a teenager yet.

My cousins are younger than me, and they still listen to me,
however, my real sister never listens to me. Sometimes in a fight,
when | beat her, | get scolded but not my younger sister even if she was wrong, which | feel is
really unfair. Despite all this, she is my sister and I love her a lot. | understand adjustments are
necessary, and also that my life is incomplete without her.

Avika Yadav
VII std
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India Doesn’t Really Need Traffic Rules

India does not need traffic rules. | say so because in India, only a few people follow rules. If

there is a road and the signal is red, no one will follow it, and
they will go wherever they want to go. However, if there is a
police officer, then everyone will stop and start following the
rules. In India, most people are fearless while driving. They
ride bikes at such a high speed that they don’t stop at the
signals, and even the police cannot catch them, let alone spot
them.

They do not understand that their reckless driving can be
dangerous to themselves, and many other innocent lives.
However, | think that India should have very few traffic rules,
but implement them in a better way, and this will ensure that
the number of road accidents decreases.

N
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If | Ever Met the Person Who Invented Exams

Karan Verma

VIII std

If I met the person who invented exams, | would tell him that his good intentions of just testing

the students would be lost in the future. | would tell him that the marks of the students would be
given more value than their knowledge. Nowadays,
people learn everything from books and then write
exams. They score high marks; however, marks can
never tell us how much knowledge the student has
gained. They can gain a lot of marks, but we can never
be sure if they gained the same amount of knowledge.

| will tell the person who invented exams that he should
have made exams in such a way that a person’s
knowledge and understanding of the subject would be
tested, not how much he or she can memorise. | would

also tell him that the exams he created for the welfare of the students have ended up pressurising
them. Hence, children hate exams, and probably him too, for inventing them.
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Chandrayaan 3: A Proud Moment for India

Our country, India, has achieved lots of great
developments in the field of science. | am glad to see
Chandrayaan 3’s success in landing on the moon.

Chandrayaan 3 is a great bandage of happiness because
it fills up the wound caused by the failure of
Chandrayaan 2. Chandrayaan 3 landed on the surface of
the moon on the 23rd of August. My family and | were
watching the landing live on television. Chandrayaan 3
has not only shown the mastery of India in space
research, but it also shows ISRO’s dedication and hard
work. The purpose of this mission is to gather
information about the surface of the southern pole of the moon. Chandrayaan 3 is a perfect
example of how failures are the steps towards success. | am proud of the scientists at ISRO for
their achievements. Due to their efforts, the country has gained so much respect in the space
research community all over the world.

Jeet Sharma

IX std

Things I Love Only During Monsoons

Just like a bath makes us feel fresh and lively, Mother Earth also with the monsoon showers feels
rejuvenated, with the rainwater washing the trees, farms, plants, and forests clean.

There are many things that | love to do only in the monsoons.
One of these things is to sit in my garden and enjoy the earthly
smells. It is so beautiful that | cannot express it in words. When
| sit there even for only 5 minutes, | feel like all of my negative
thoughts have vanished away and | feel refreshed.

| also like birdwatching in my garden. During the rains, rare
and beautiful birds come to take shelter in our garden which
makes the experience even better. | also like to eat pakode with
some tea.

Many people say that they don’t like monsoons because of the
humidity but I think it is just a negative thought that stops them
from enjoying the season and they should just ignore it and make the most of the wonderful season
of monsoon.
Shrutha Kondamadugu
VI std
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Shivaji Maharaj

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Bhonsle was an Indian warrior king.
He was the founder of the Maratha kingdom in India. In 1674
Shivaji Maharaj became the crowned king and took up the title of
‘Chhatrapati’.

Shivaji Maharaj was born in the hill fort of Shivneri near
Pune. His mother Jijabai named him Shivaji in honour of the
goddess ‘Shivai’. Shivaji Maharaj’s father Shahaji Raje Bhonsle
was a Maratha general who served the king of Bijapur. Shivaji
i Maharaj was extremely devoted to his mother, who was a
¢, religious woman. Religious teachings acquired in early life had a
“ great impact on the life of Shivaji Maharaj. He carefully studied
the two great Hindu epics Ramayana and Mahabharat.

Shahaji Raje handed over the responsibility of his wife

: @ and son to a Brahmin named Dadoji Kondev. He took charge of
Shivaji Maharaj’s education. Shivaji Maharaj became very skilful in the art of horse riding and
warfare. Dadoji used to read Ramayana and Mahabharat to Shivaji Maharaj which were full of
patriotism and heroism.

Vedant Ganesh Kumar

VIII std

Life Returns to Nature

Autumn has gone,

Life returns once more.
Birds all round,

Flowers blooming abound.
Trees beaming in the sun,

Spread joy and fun.

Anjula Roy
VIl std
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My Grandfather

My grandfather is the eldest member of my family he is the
oldest person | know.

Although he is aged, he assists with small household work and
helps everyone he can.

He is very religious just like all elderly people. At first, he is
an expert when it comes to working with wood. He helped
design and make all the furniture we have at our house. He
loves making small random things that are useful to us.

He once made a toy car out of wood for my brother. He had
also made things like mobile stands, desks, etc. Just like all
grandparents he used to give me and my sibling chocolates
and treats. He would tell us stories when we asked him to. He would always tell us to listen to my
parents and never ignore them. | love my grandfather.

Ananya Sutar

VI std
Our Field Trip

We recently had a field trip to a Science Park. It is located in Chinchwad. We first came to school
and from there we went to the Science Park by bus. While we were going to the Science Park our
teacher played songs and we danced and enjoyed ourselves. After we reached the park, we got a
set of instructions regarding how to operate the machines.
All we had to do was press the button present near the
machine and it would start working. The science park was
divided into three parts:

Fun Science — It was a section in which there were rooms
like shadow rooms, magic mirrors, etc.

Energy — In this section, there were many models and
machines and some models that show how light is produced.

Automobile — In this section, there was information about
cars, how tires are made, etc.

After that, we had snacks and lunch. We left the science park and came back to our school. I think
the field trip was fruitful as we got to know a lot about science and how machines work. We also
got to know a lot about cars and their mechanism.

Aparna Ratter
VI std
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A Cricket Match to Remember

Despite the chances of rain, a cricket match was planned to be played on the Dhanori public
ground. The weather was not good, and it put the team
batting first at a disadvantage. This was because the wind
made the ball swing more. We lost the toss, and they
wisely chose to field first.

The match started, and our openers got out in the first five
overs. They made 45 runs. It was my turn to bat, and |
scored 49 runs in 15 balls, but then I too got out. We had
made 145 runs in 12 overs.

Suddenly, it started raining, and the covers were put on the
ground. After this, the council conducting the competition
decided that the points would be distributed equally. Both
the teams got one point each. The match was over, and we
were sad, but our coach consoled us and told us that if the match had continued, we would have
surely won. This boosted our confidence, and we happily came back to our school.

Atharva Adsure
IX std

An Adventure with My Friend

Recently, my friend and | went to Himachal Pradesh to enjoy our summer vacation at my aunt’s
place. My aunt lives in Kullu. After resting for a day as we were tired, we left the house the next
day at 6:30 a.m. to visit the Mandi bazaar. There, we spent a lot of time in the traffic as Narendra
Modi, the Prime Minister of India, was expected.

We went to different places in the bazaar and
purchased a lot of stuff. We enjoyed ourselves, and
then we went to a big and popular temple. We were
excited to see the number of monkeys that freely
roamed the premises of the temple. As it became
very late, we were not able to reach my aunt’s house.
So, we went to Hotel Suite X in Kullu.

The next day, in the early morning, we went to
Manali as there was no snow in Kullu. There in
Manali, we visited the Zoligei Path, which was full
of snow. | made snowballs and threw them at my
friends. We were quite heartbroken to leave Himachal Pradesh.

While leaving, we visited my auntie and took the Himachal-Haryana highway. We had booked a
flight from Himachal to Delhi. We reached Delhi at 4:30 in the morning, and we saw the big and
magnificent airport in Delhi. We stayed for 2 days in Delhi.
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We went to the Qutub Minar and learned a lot about it. We also took a lot of photos, and it was
very fun to visit the Qutub Minar. We visited the Akshardham temple, but because of COVID
restrictions, we were not able to go inside. However, we saw the temple from outside and then
visited the Jama Masjid. We bought some goods from the Chandini bazaar. Soon it was time to
leave Delhi too and we were very sad about it but alas we had to return to Pune.

Ansh Shukla
VI std

The A.l. Invasion

There is an Indian sci-fi movie called ‘Robot’ that is based on the concept that one day robots,
specifically Al, will fight against humans and try to take over the world. The story is that a
scientist spends two years of his life building a super robot
that can do everything a human can and cannot do;
however, one day it creates a lot of copies of itself and
attacks that scientist.

| guess this will one day become true, as, to date, many
cases have been reported about robots harming or
threatening to harm humans. For example, the world-
famous robot Sofia said that if it got the authority to control
all of the nuclear bombs in the world, then it would wipe
the human race off the face of the earth. This was shocking,
as this was recorded in a live interview.

There was one more case that spoke about a machine used
for treating cancer through U.V. treatments. Everything
———— was fine, but one day it projected so much UV radiation
that it burned the skin of the patient. When the engineers checked the machine, everything seemed
to be fine. Not just these, but many such incidents have been occurring throughout the world, and
it may be a sign that the story of ‘Robot’ will one day become true.

Prathamesh Patil

IX std

Educational Justice

Justice is the concept of treating all people with respect, regardless of their social or economic
status. When justice is applied, it ensures that individuals receive fair treatment and that their
rights are protected. This includes access to resources and opportunities, as well as the right to a
fair trial and equal protection under the law.

Educational justice means ensuring equality in all aspects that affect people in the community,
society, nation, and around the globe. Educational justice is a concept that fights for the rights of
every individual to the opportunities available in society, no matter their class, age, gender, race,
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or ethnic origin. Education helps you develop critical skills like decision-making, mental agility,
problem-solving, and logical thinking.

People face problems in their professional as well as personal
lives. In such situations, their ability to make rational and
informed decisions comes from how educated and self-aware
they are. Everyone should at least get a basic education so that
it will help their future. This way, no one would take the
wrong path in their life. We should also help by giving our
books and, if possible, by teaching them. Many people and
countries are still not able to get the right education because
of a lack of resources. Hence, each one of us should support
the best possible ways to implement educational justice.

Ishanvi Kanjan

VI std

My Experience in an Interschool Competition

| was selected for a state-level chess competition. The date for the competition was August 19—
21, 2021. | started practicing a month prior, using various resources.

On the day of the competition, | was frightened, even
though I knew that | had practiced well and knew that
| could do well. It was announced that there would
be 14 rounds in total. My first match was with a
person who had a FIDE rating of 1683. He was a
tough opponent, but I managed to end the game with
a draw. My next four matches went well, and | got
three and a half points out of a total of four matches.
The last match of the day was very tough, and | lost
that match. At the end of the day, | was in the seventh
rank with four points.

The next day was great; | won three matches and lost one. | stood fifth with seven points. | felt
confident and was sure of winning the tournament. However, my confidence soon turned into
overconfidence, and the next day | was completely destroyed. With just three more matches to
go, | had to face the strongest players. My first was with a 1739-rated player whose name was
Abhinav; obviously, I couldn’t take down such a strong opponent, and I lost the match. I could
not defeat a 1638-rated player, so how could | defeat a 1739-rated player?
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In the penultimate round, | faced a 1468-rated player named Rudra. | won that game, and now if
I could win the last round, I would be in the top three. | faced a 1539-rated player in the last round,
but | blundered, and with that went my hopes of coming in the top three.

Pranav Kota

IX std
The Hinomaru

Japan's national flag, known as the "Nisshoki" in
Japanese, features a simple design: a red circle,
symbolising the sun, centred on a white background.
It is also commonly referred to as the "Hinomaru,"
which means "circle of the sun." The use of the sun
symbol in Japan dates back to ancient times, as the
sun has been a significant aspect of Japanese culture
and mythology. Japan, too, is often referred to as the
"Land of the Rising Sun." It is prominently displayed
on national holidays, at schools, and during
significant national events. The Hinomaru is used in
various ceremonies and events, including official government functions and sports events, where
it serves as a symbol of national pride and unity. There are specific protocols for handling and
displaying the flag in Japan. For example, it is customary to lower the flag to half-mast during
periods of national mourning or in remembrance of significant events. The flag holds deep cultural
and emotional significance for the Japanese people.

Al
1

Shivank Dewangan

1V std

The Eldest Person | Know

The oldest person | know is my grandmother. She is lovely and
o % she loves me a lot and | also love her a lot. She never lets me feel sad.
\Q hS

She makes delicious food for me and she also gives me a lot of gifts.

‘ 4 Sometimes even if she is not well, she ignores her illness to take care

'S4 of me. She is a very kind and good person. | am an animal lover but
she is very afraid of animals yet whenever | go to feed them, she also
comes with me to ensure that | am safe. I love her very much and she
Is the best grandmother in the world.

Arshi Mishra
VI std
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The Struggles of a Topper

Exams are usually stressful events for students. But there is always a student sitting in the corner
all alone, cramming everything they can into their brain. In preparation for the examination, the
topper has many obstacles they must face so that they can top and not get overthrown from this
prestigious position by competitors.

The topper has to study for at least 3 to 4 hours
a day, even if it means that they have to
sacrifice  their  favourite  shows. While
studying too, they cannot just read; they need
to utilise their time as efficiently as a machine.
They cannot afford a day without studying
because bad habits are easy to catch. If
skipping studies becomes a habit, the open
day is sure to turn into a living nightmare.
Sometimes the expectations of parents,
teachers, and their own ambitions can be
overwhelming.

The topper has to study the subjects they hate

‘ with the same dedication as the ones they like.
Of course, this helps improve their grades, but

it can be quite boring.

The toppers must be very careful of the
company they keep. They are often surrounded by friends, many of whom are fake, and they will
desert the topper if they are overthrown. But since they are pouring over their books all the time,
they obviously cannot comprehend the character of their classmates.

Lastly, the topper 1s seldom good or okay at sports. If they don’t like any physical sports, they
will pick up some board games like chess, where they can put their brains to good use.

These are some of the many struggles a topper has to face, but it is worth the effort to gain the
prestigious position.

Anant Pandey
IX std

Honesty
When you tell the truth,
The truth will set you free.
For, honestly my children,
Is very much like a tree.
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When you plant honesty,
What grows from it is trust.
It will stand the test of time,

As lies crumble to dust.

Roots to keep you grounded,
Branches to reach out wide.
Blossoms and fruits,

Of integrity and pride.

Faith and credibility,
Shall find a home in you.
Only and only,

If you remain true.
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-Uma Mohanan

(Teaching Faculty)

The Oldest Person | Know

The oldest person I know is my grandfather’s brother. His
name is Muni, and his age is 105. He lives in Tanda, in
Bihar. He cannot hear clearly but is otherwise very fit.

He was a freedom fighter who used to fight for our
country when we were under British rule. He was a
revolutionary who used to make guns for freedom
fighters. He had once managed to destroy a small
regiment of the British army single-handedly by locking
them up in a room and setting the room on fire. He has
many interesting tales to tell, and I am full of awe
whenever | meet him.

Krish Sharma

VI std
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The First Person to Sail Around the Earth

The first expedition around the world was that of
Ferdinand Magellan. He had set out to find a new route to
south-east Asia. In 1519, he set sail towards the west with
five ships, 270 men, and a huge number of supplies. They
reached the Rio de Janeiro Forest in South America. After
more months of sailing, a storm, and a mutiny, Magellan
discovered the sought-after sea route between the island
of Tierra del Fuego and the southern tip of South
America. This route was later named the Magellan Route.

When his expedition reached the Indonesian islands,
Magellan started conquering them one by one. A small
island refused to submit to Magellan. A fierce battle
ensued between Magellan’s crew and the island’s
inhabitants, in which Magellan was killed, making Juan
Sebastian the new captain of the expedition.

Pragya Aswal
V std

Three tablets for teens

| am a fresher; I just turned thirteen. | have yet to experience teenage life, but | have an
experienced person with me—my mom! She tells me that | must reach my goals while playing
safe.

She gave me three tablets.

Tablet 1: Do not dare to do things that you cannot tell
your parents about.

Tablet 2: Always work in the plural (we, us) and not in
the singular (I, me).

&

Tablet 3: Do not be obsessed with people. When you
become successful, people will be obsessed with you.

s
Have these three tablets every day to reduce your stress n
and confusion. Review your day before going to bed.

Check your mistakes so that you never repeat them.

s O
i
11

< 5

Ananya Hirulkar

VIl std
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Popular Quotes on Justice and Harmony

"Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere." - Martin Luther King Jr.
"Harmony makes small things grow; lack of it makes great things decay." - Sallust

"Justice is what love looks like in public.” - Cornel West

"Where there is righteousness in the heart, there is beauty in the character. When there is

beauty in the character, there is
harmony in the home. When there is
harmony in the home, there is order in
the nation. When there is order in the ;
nation, there is peace in the world." - ‘!
A.P.J. Abdul Kalam ”
"True peace is not merely the absence
of tension; it is the presence of justice."
- Martin Luther King Jr

"Peace cannot be kept by force; it can
only be achieved by understanding." -
Albert Einstein

gl
s—«

"Justice will not be served until those

who are unaffected are as outraged as those who are." - Benjamin Franklin

"The more we sweat in peace, the less we bleed in war." - Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit
"Harmony is not something you can force; it must arise spontaneously." - Krishnamurti
"In a world filled with hate, we must still dare to hope. In a world filled with anger, we
must still dare to comfort. In a world filled with despair, we must still dare to dream. And
in a world filled with distrust, we must still dare to believe." - Michael Jackson

A Proud Moment That | Can Never Forget

Devarsh Walke
VI std

My classmates and | were shortlisted for a dance competition.
Eighteen schools participated in the competition and only two
schools were selected for the district level. Our school was one
of them.

We knew that we would face tough competition and had to
practice a lot. So we spent the next two months rehearsing. My
friend and | choreographed the dance. After school, we would
go to either one of our houses and decide the steps. Then the
next day she and | would teach the steps to the team and we
would do any improvisation if required. The costumes and
accessories arrived a day before the competition and we were
all very excited about seeing and trying them on.
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But by the time | reached home that day, | was very tired. | went to sleep hoping that some rest
would help me recover for the competition the next day. By evening | had a high fever, and my
mother immediately took me to the doctor. The doctor told me that | would need 3 days to fully
recover. These words were a thunderclap for me! | took all of the medicines and painkillers and
to my relief, | was feeling completely fine the next day. | reached the competition venue before
anyone else and got ready within a few minutes. Our hard work paid off and our performance was
so great that we won the first prize. This was my most memorable interschool dance competition.

Sanvi Tingre

IX std

Jokes
Q. Why was the equal sign so humble?

A. Because he knew he wasn't less than or greater than anyone else.
Q. Why do plants hate math?

A. It gives them square roots.

Q. What did one DNA say to the other DNA?

A. "Do these genes make me look fat?"

Q. Why was the history book always worried?
A. It couldn't stop thinking about the past.

Q. What’s a historian’s favorite fruit?

A. Dates.

Q. Why don’t mountains get cold in the winter?
A. They wear snow caps

Q. What did the ocean say to the shore?

A. Nothing, it just waved.

Q. Why did the artist go to jail?

A. He was framed.

Q. Why did the music teacher need a ladder?
A. To reach the high notes.

Q. Why did the gymnast put extra salt on her food?

A. She wanted to somersault.
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An Inter-School Football Match

My school took part in various inter-school events like
football, volleyball, chess, kabaddi, and kho-kho. | was

A selected for the football team, and our matches were scheduled
b to take place at Wadia College in Pune. | felt very nervous
pProe thinking of facing students from other schools in a
ﬂ competition.

‘( \ﬁﬁ On the da_y of the cc_)mpet_ition, we had our Geography exam in

L the morning. Despite this, we arrived early at school for an

Q o hour of football practice before heading to the exam hall to

appear for our exam. After completing the exam, we boarded

a bus to the venue, reaching there by 10:15 a.m. Our match

was scheduled to start at 12:45 p.m., so we waited anxiously
in the open area behind the ground.

As we watched the other teams play, we became nervous because they seemed strong. To ease
our nerves, we visited the canteen for some soft drinks and continued to practice while waiting
for our opposing team to arrive. Finally, at 12:45 p.m., the other team showed up.

Their team comprised of tall and robust players, posing a serious challenge. The match began at
1:20 p.m., and | played the entire game as we lacked strong substitutes. In the first half, the
opposing team scored three goals, while we failed to score any. However, our coach's
encouragement boosted our morale.

In the second half, we turned the game around, scoring four goals, two of which were mine, while
the other team failed to score. The final whistle blew, and we emerged victorious, filled with joy,
satisfaction, and pride.

Soham Babar

IX std

India’s Glorious History

India is a captivating land, boasting diverse geographical and climatic features, flora, fauna, and
cultures. From towering mountains to expansive oceans, from magnificent architectural wonders
to dense forests, the country offers a variety of attractions to amaze its visitors.

The history of India can be broadly categorised into four periods: pre-historical, ancient,
mediaeval, and modern. Throughout these epochs, India has been shaped by the reign of numerous
dynasties, resulting in a harmonious blend of cultures. Prominent dynasties such as the Mauryas,
Chalukyas, Kadambas, and Cholas, and later the Turkish and Mughal rulers, ruled different
regions of the subcontinent, leaving behind a legacy of awe-inspiring monuments and rich
traditions and cultures.

The influence of various rulers extended beyond architecture to art, music, cuisine, and social,
political, and administrative reforms.
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Later, the British colonisers left an indelible mark on
India during their two-century rule, introducing
elements such as the English language, the postal
system, and the extensive railway network.

A golden age in India's history occurred during the
Gupta dynasty in the 4th and 5th centuries AD,
marked by flourishing literature, art, and political
administration. It was during this period that
renowned figures like Aryabhatta, the mathematician
and philosopher, made significant contributions,

including the invention of the number zero.

Today, India stands at the forefront of various areas of development, witnessing remarkable
economic growth and growing international relations.

India's allure lies in its timeless appeal, where past, present, and future converge in a harmonious
blend of tradition and progress.

Alankrita Tomar

VIl std

My Flight to the Moon

Science has made remarkable developments
in recent years. One of humanity's oldest
dreams was to take flight like a bird, and this
dream became a reality with the invention of
aeroplanes by the Wright brothers. Similarly,
the moon has long captured the imagination
of people. Poets have penned verses about its
beauty.

One night, | had a vivid dream in which my 58S
sister, my friends, and | embarked on an
adventurous trip to the moon aboard a
spaceship. The vessel soared through the sky
at an astonishing speed of five thousand
miles an hour, causing my heart to race with excitement. As | watched the Earth grow smaller
behind me, | wondered if | would ever return.

My sister and friends reassured me, promising that all would be well and we would find our way
back home. Before long, we touched down on the lunar surface. To our surprise, we encountered
strange creatures, ruled by a king and queen. Upon spotting us, they chased us to capture us. We
fled with our lives, running across a shallow stretch of land. Splash, splash, splash.

Of course, the water was not on the moon; it was my mom gently sprinkling water on my face to
wake me up. She returned to her room once she realised | was just screeching because of the
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dream. Still sleepy, | gazed out of the window to see the full moon staring back as if to wink
knowingly at me.

Shrutha Keuthi
VII std

A Sci-fi Movie that will soon become a reality

Have you ever watched the movie Terminator? If you have, you probably know about the
Terminator's incredible ability to heal itself rapidly when shot or injured. It seems like magic—
one moment it's severely damaged, and the next, it is as good as new. Could
it be possible to create a real-life terminator?

With years of dedicated work by scientists, the possibility of it is almost a
reality. The progress of artificial intelligence (Al) has made it possible for
robots with multiple capacities to be put to use soon.

While a real-life Terminator may not have the ability to heal itself like in the
movies, it could still have other remarkable capabilities. For instance, it
could be designed to heal other people or protect them from harm. It might
even be equipped with weapons to defend against evildoers.

However, there's also a darker possibility to consider. With advancements
in Al, there's a risk that it could be turned towards destructive purposes, such
as warfare. By implanting a chip or programming directives, Al could
potentially be manipulated to serve harmful intentions.

So, while the idea of a real-life terminator is intriguing, it's important to consider both the benefits
and risks associated with such technology.

Nargis Sayyed
IX std

Chandrayaan 3: A Game Changer

India boasts a rich history, marked by determination and perseverance in every endeavour. One
such remarkable journey is the mission to explore space, particularly the journey to the moon.
India’s renowned space research centre, ISRO, embarked on this mission, named Chandrayaan,
for space exploration.

Despite facing setbacks, including a failed attempt, ISRO remained resolved to make another
attempt. They named the rocket launcher Vikram in honour of the renowned scientist Vikram
Sarabhai. On August 11, 2023, Chandrayaan 3 was launched from Shriharikota in Andhra
Pradesh, marking a significant milestone in India's space exploration journey.
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Chandrayaan 3 commenced its journey, orbiting the Earth multiple times before transitioning to
the Moon's orbit, a process that took approximately 40 days. On the 23rd of August, the lander
Vikram successfully touched down on the lunar surface, specifically the southern part of the
moon, making India the first country to achieve this task. In
recognition of this historic achievement, our honourable Prime
Minister Narendra Modi declared the day as Space Research Day.

The marks left by the rover on the moon's surface serve as
evidence of India's accomplishment. The rover, powered by solar
energy, collects vital information about the moon, which is
relayed back to ISRO. Its primary mission is to search for water
in the moon's southern region, as its discovery could hint at the
possibility of life beyond Earth.

This ground-breaking mission has inspired countless young minds
to pursue careers in science and technology. Notably, 80% of the
scientists involved in the mission were women, serving as an
inspiration for young girls across the nation.

Sai Chaugule

IX std

A Sci-fi Movie that will soon become a Reality

One sci-fi movie that | believe holds a glimpse of our potential future reality is "The Silent Sea'.
This Korean series paints a haunting picture of Earth's water depletion, portraying a world where
water scarcity threatens humanity's existence.

In this narrative, only the wealthy can afford access to water, leading
to a gradual decline in population. Faced with this crisis, the
government dispatches a team of astronauts to the moon in search
of a mysterious serum, which turns out to be a unique form of water.

Upon discovering the special water, the astronauts also encounter
an extraordinary creature, the result of experiments conducted with
the serum. This discovery sparks panic aboard the space station as
the creature wreaks havoc by destroying the precious vials of water.
The scientists soon realised that the special water has a remarkable

ability to multiply rapidly unless kept at specific temperatures.

Tragically, retrieving the vials becomes a perilous task as contact with the special water
transforms human blood into water itself. Despite facing numerous challenges and sacrifices, the
astronauts ultimately succeeded in securing the water, ensuring its safety for human consumption.

The premise of 'The Silent Sea' serves as a cautionary tale, echoing the urgent water crisis that
humanity currently faces. While the events depicted may seem far-fetched, they underscore the
importance of addressing water scarcity and conserving this vital resource for future generations.
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As we confront the realities of our changing world, "The Silent Sea' reminds us of the critical need
to safeguard our planet's most precious asset, water.

Ayushi Agarkar
IXD

Singing at the YMCA

| was so happy when my music teacher told our choir
that there was going to be an interschool music and
singing competition at the YMCA. The whole choir
was called for practice every day, and we were all
excited.

One day, my music teacher told us the date of the
competition, and our registration was done. | was very
happy, but at the same time, | was quite nervous. Soon,
the day came, we wore our costumes, and we were
ready to depart. My choir friends and | had brought
every single snack we had to our houses, as per the plan.

The lunchboxes were soon opened and finished in a
fraction of a second. One of my friends had brought cofsils, which was pretty necessary for us to
sing well after eating oily foods. | was very excited when the bus stopped at our destination, but
at the same time, my heartbeat was beating as fast as a race car’s engine.

We were watching the other schools perform, but we knew that we would win. Soon it was our
turn. When we were entering the stage from the stairs, nervousness hit me, but | was confident
and motivated.

We started as the beat started singing, and our performance was pretty good, but when the results
were announced, we were quite disappointed as we could not win. However, our teachers
supported us. We departed from there in our bus and felt a wave of relief pass over us. When |
reached home, I got fresh and went to sleep.

Finally, I would say that my interschool competition experience was filled with fun!
Aarush Kharat
IX std
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Lovely Monsoons

The best season of the year, according to me, is the monsoon
because it makes the earth green, which makes it look happy.
The weather is neither too hot nor too cold; it’s just perfect. The
most enjoyable and essential season. The crops need rain to grow
and provide food for us.

In the absence of water, life would not be possible on earth.
Apart from this, | like to play in the rain. My sibling and | just
sit around with a cup of hot chocolate and chat with each other
while enjoying the weather. Late-night drives in the rain are the
best. I know many people don’t like thunder, but | observe how
magnificent a bolt of thunder looks across the dark sky. The
beauty of the earth is most apparent during this season. The best part for me during the monsoon
is going to school and taking the exam. The weather makes me feel nice, and even if I am ill, |
feel good while writing the exam.

Tanisha Deori

VIl std
Brushes and Paints

| was eagerly waiting for the date on which the
interschool art competition was going to be held. | had
started practicing for it and had bought new supplies too.
My art teacher soon announced the dates for the
competition, ‘Brushes and Paints', which was going to be
held in a school I know very well because my mother is
a teacher in that school. Finally, the day came. | was
scared but was well prepared. | had been practicing every
day ever since we were registered for this competition.
Our competition had four parts: still life, memory
drawing, lettering, and geometry. For each part, we
would get an hour and thirty minutes, and there would be
a 25-minute break in between the parts. We departed
early in the morning as the competition was going to start at 7 a.m. There were seven more
students with me, and we were given some instructions while on the bus.

For still life, we had to draw and paint objects that were kept in front of us. The objects were a
bucket, a towel, a jug, and a brinjal. | drew well, and during the break, my mother met me, and |
ate my tiffin. My next drawing was awesome too because the topic was related to a birthday party.
The geometry paper was easy, and | performed well. | went home with my mother. Five days
later, the results were announced, and | had gotten an A+. It was a nice experience.

Advay Pawar

IX std
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A Nightmare | had

| had just returned from my sports practice for the sports day one evening. | was feeling very tired,
and | fell asleep as soon as | sat on the couch. As I slept, | dreamed that | was in a war against
zombies. | had all of my classmates with me.

The zombies kept chasing us everywhere we
went. This was all happening at our school. Some
of us ran into a classroom, but others were outside
and were attacked by the zombies. They soon
turned into zombies, too. We were all frightened
when we saw this and sat down in the room in
terror.

A friend of mine said that he would go and fight
with the zombies, but we convinced him not to go
as it was very dangerous. We were in the room
till the night, and we were thinking of a way to
escape.

We then thought of jumping out of the window to save our lives, but then my mother came and
woke me up as it was time for me to go to school—the place where | was in my dream.

Vishnu Pranuthi

VIl std

The Real Wealth

One day, a rich man decided to take his son on a trip to the countryside. The wealthy man wanted
to show his son how poor people live so that he could be grateful
to God for giving him wealth. They spent two days on the farm of
a very close family.

On their way home, the rich man asked his son, “How was our trip
with the poor family, and what did you learn?” The son answered,
“I saw that we have servants to serve us, but they serve others. We oYy -
have imported lanterns in our gardens, and they have stars at night.

We have a big pool in our garden, but they have a creek that has -
no end. We have large walls to protect us, whereas they have
friends to protect them.”

Finally, the son added, "Thanks, Dad, for showing me how poor we really are.”.
Anup Chaskar
IX std
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Field Trip

Our school went on a field visit to a science park in Chinchwad. We went on the 18th of
September, 2023. On that day, we were all very excited. The 6th and 7th graders were to be a part
of the trip. We used a bus to commute to the park. While we
’J l were on the bus, we listened to songs, and our teacher allowed
! ! ' us to enjoy ourselves. It took us one and a half hours to reach

the park.

FLlS | When we finally made it to the park, we saw a sitting area
0 1 made out of used tyres. We saw a large and attractive airplane.
The host was explaining the science park to us. She told us
that the park had four divisions and requested that we remain
silent while observing things. She told us that we had to
quietly observe and understand what was going on. We took
our notebooks to write down what we saw in the science park.

After observing everything, we were very tired. So all of us then went to the garden, where we
had our snacks. | sat down with my friends. After finishing our lunch, we walked inside the park
for a while, and after that, our teacher told us to get back on the bus. We were all pretty tired when
we got back on the bus, and most of us slept for a while on the way back to our school. We reached
our school, took our bags, and went back home. That day was quite memorable.

Nisarga Bevoor

VI C std

My Aim in Life

Life without an aim is useless and pointless. Life is a great blessing from God. It should be spent
on a purpose with an aim. Life in ancient times was simple. Our
only aim in those times might have been to survive. However, we

& live in a different era. We have new challenges to meet. One
‘, ™ should be ready to face all of those challenges.
& \ Y | want to be a doctor. There are many professions in this world,
e g but | want to become a doctor because | like studying biology.
iy / \\ ._ Doctors are lifesavers who work tirelessly for mankind. A doctor

holds a very important place in our society. There are many
different types of doctors, like surgeons, dentists, cardiologists,
etc. | want to be a cardiologist. It is related to the heart, which is
one of the most important organs of the body, and taking care of
this part is a difficult job. This is my aim.

Vishnu Pranuthi

VIl std
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What is your aim in life?

Having an aim makes one’s life meaningful and filled with purpose. It motivates a person when
they are trying to achieve something. Ambitions give us hope for a better future.

| also have an aim. | want to become an entrepreneur. My inspiration
for this is Elon Musk, who is one of the richest men in the world. He
followed his dreams and ambitions, undertook risky investments,
and then became successful. To become successful, you must have
dreams, dedication, and discipline. I want to have an electronics
company of my own. | want to open branches of my company in
different countries. | also want to become the richest person in the
world. My dreams are difficult to achieve, but not impossible. This
life is a gift from God, and one should not waste it living a life that
is not stable. | have learned that making money through your own
business gives you more pride than working for somebody else. | am

making myself more efficient to achieve my goal as early as possible. My biggest aim is to become
one of the richest and youngest entrepreneurs in the world. | keep watching the interviews of great

entrepreneurs so that | can learn from them.

Selena Gomez

Aditi Oza
VII std

Selena Gomez is a talented singer, actress, and producer. Her music, acting, and philanthropic

has touched the hearts of many people.

her struggles with mental health.

work have made her an inspiration to many people. Selena’s music

The lyrics of her songs are relatable and honest, and they often deal
with issues that are important to her fans, such as mental health and
self-love. Selena’s music has helped many people feel empowered,
inspired, and confident in themselves. Selena has been open about

Despite her success, she has remained down-to-earth and relatable.
She has been open about her struggles with fame and has used her

experiences to connect with her fans on a personal level. Selena
Gomez is a talented and inspiring artist who has captured the hearts of many people.

103

Divyanka Rohamare

X std




Leadership

Leadership is the ability to guide, influence, and inspire individuals or groups to achieve common
goals or objectives. It involves setting a vision and motivating others to follow that vision, often
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by setting an example through one’s own actions.
Effective leadership is essential in various contexts,
from business and politics to community organisations
and personal relationships.

Leadership styles can vary, ranging from autocratic and
transactional to democratic and transformational,
among others. The most effective leadership style often
depends on the specific situation and the needs of the
team or organization. Leadership is a skill that can be
developed and improved over time through experience,
self-awareness, and continuous learning. Successful
leaders are those who often adapt their leadership style
to suit the needs of their followers and the challenges
they face.

Surabhi Yewale

X std

Techno Blade

Alexander, born on June 1st, 1999, known online as Technoblade, was an American YouTuber

known for his Minecraft videos and livestreams. Technoblade
registered his main channel on YouTube in 2013.

His videos were primarily of Minecraft gameplay,
particularly Minecraft gameplay. In August 2021,
Technoblade announced his diagnosis of cancer. Following
unsuccessful treatments, Technoblade passed away in June
2022, which prompted widespread reactions across both the
Minecraft and YouTube communities.

At the time of his death, he accomplished one of his dreams
by gaining 11 million subscribers on his main channel, and
the video announcing his death gained over 100 million views
and became the most popular video on his channel.
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Time is one of the most precious things in our lives. Once it passes,
it never comes back. We should make good use of our time. Time
doesn't value those who don't value it. During our student lives, we
must use our time wisely. With the right use of time, one can create
a good and secure future. On the other hand, if we waste time, we * /~ *

will end up paying for it.

Time runs continuously, so we should use it to the best of our
abilities. Managing time can be tricky, especially if we are engaged
in different tasks. Strategies like having specific goals and making O

a schedule can be helpful.

Value of Time

Satyam Bhatti
VIl std

Is gaming a sport?

The debate about whether gaming can be considered a
sport has been ongoing for years. While traditional sports
involve physical activities, many argue that gaming
requires mental agility, skill, and strategy, which makes it
a legitimate form of sport.

E-sports, or competitive gaming, has grown in popularity
in recent years, with professional players competing for
substantial prizes. These events often involve intense
training, team collaboration, and strategic planning,
similar to traditional sports.

Moreover, gaming involves a high level of hand-eye
coordination and fast reaction times, which are physical
skills. Players must also maintain their focus and mental

stamina for extended periods, which can be challenging and physically demanding.

Darsh Siyal
IX std
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The Spirit of Sportsmanship

Sportsmanship is an ethos that a sport will be enjoyed for its own
sake, with proper consideration for fairness, ethics, respect, and a
sense of fellowship with one’s competitor. In the world of sports,
the drive to win can sometimes overshadow the essence of
sportsmanship.

The true spirit of sportsmanship isn’t just something you see on
the field. It is about growing as an athlete, building character, and
fostering a sense of comradeship. So the next time you go out
there to play a sport, remember the true spirit of sportsmanship,
and you’ll find that secret ingredient that makes sports not just
about running around but about the journey, the friendships, and
the lessons learned along the way.

My first experience on stage

Darshil Khandve

It was during my first-grade year that | got the opportunity to be on stage. It was an elocution
competition held at school. | had never presented a speech in front of people, and | was scared to

death.

Vs ] and more confident.

| started panicking when my name was announced. | gathered all of
my courage and went on the stage. Everyone could easily notice that
I was nervous. Then | thought of some positive things and started
- o delivering my speech. As soon as | got into the flow, |1 became more

" Everything went well, and to my surprise, | came in second in the

als

competition. My happiness knew no bounds.

Gradually, after that event, my fear of public speaking started to
disappear. | started participating in more and more competitions. My

first experience on stage, however, was the most memorable, and it was the first medal that | had

won in my life.
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A step towards success

Dreams are seen while sleeping, but they can materialise only with hard work and determination.

As we move on in life and experience setbacks, we learn
valuable life lessons from our experiences. If we want to
become successful people, we have to overcome our
weaknesses by turning them into our strengths. If we have
faith and hope in our dreams, then nobody can stop us.
However, success can’t be maintained without following
the key elements of hard work, diligence, and willingness.

Trying and rebounding if unsuccessful are the two most
important teachers in our lives. They teach us to achieve a
greater purpose. This is what keeps us fighting to survive
and grow and will lead us to our path to success. The goal
of achieving success can help us live a more purposeful
life. By pushing ourselves, we can overcome the obstacles

that life throws at us.

We may fail innumerable times, but then we must rise like a phoenix to leave behind a courageous
and remarkable legacy

Kartikey Temkar
X std

My First Inter-School Competition

Competitions play a very important role in our mental development. They help us test our
knowledge and apply all the concepts we may have learned earlier. | attended an inter-school
competition this year. My experience was amazing.

It was a creative writing competition. There were two of
us who were selected from the school by our English
teachers for this competition. Initially, | was completely
blank and doubtful because it was the first time that |
was going to compete against other school students.

| gained confidence over time with our teachers' advice
and training. | read many books to gather ideas.

On the day of the competition, | reached the school by
6:30 a.m. Soon, we left for the venue where the
competition was to be held. As we entered Caelum High
School, I saw students from other schools moving towards a hall.
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| was completely fascinated to see the confidence on their faces. Soon, we were called into the
examination hall for the competition. We were given three topics and were supposed to write on
any one of them in one and a half hours. We could write an essay, a story, or a poem. | tried my
best and wrote the essay. The bell rang, and we had to submit our papers. I didn’t know whether
I would win or not, but | had given my best efforts.

This experience gave me a wider perspective on other schools and students and a glimpse of the
outer world.

Priya Mourya
VIII std

A Treasured Memory

One day, | got up early in the morning and went to play with
my friends on the football field. | noticed my parents on the
balcony holding something and discussing it seriously. I
didn’t take it seriously then, but when I returned home, I saw
a snow-white Siberian husky. He was so small and so cute that
I couldn’t stop playing with him. He kept wagging his tail and
seemed very happy. My father said that he was my birthday
gift. It was only then that I remembered that it was my
birthday. To my surprise, my friends came in to celebrate my
birthday as well. My mother brought in a two-tier cake, and
we all enjoyed some delicious snacks.

It was a very happy moment for me, a memory | treasure to
this day.

Soham Patil
VI std

My First Attempt at Cooking

| love cooking as well as eating, but nobody in my family allows me to cook because they think
that I am too young and might get injured. But a golden day came when my mother gave me the
chance to cook. It was my first attempt at cooking. | entered the kitchen like a pro chef, wearing
my uncle’s baking cap.

| told my mother that | would be making eggs and sandwiches. | took an onion and a tomato and
tried to cut them. It was not perfect, but | thought that it was still fine as it was my first attempt. |
then took a loaf of bread and spread some sauce on it. | also added vegetables to it but managed
to burn it while heating it.
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experience.

Rabindranath Tagore

Sir Rabindranath Tagore, also known as ‘Guru Dev, was
born on May 6, 1861. He was the youngest of his siblings.

Sir Rabindranath did not like school life, as they were not
allowed to freely interact with each other. Reading without
play was dull for him. He did not like such education, and
therefore he was soon home-schooled.

At the age of sixteen, he went to England and attended
lectures on English literature. He also studied some plays
by Shakespeare.

As a poet, he was a lover of nature. He began to write poems
at an early age. By the time he was eighteen years old,
nearly seven thousand lines written by him had been
published. Everyone adored his poems.

Sir Tagore was the first Indian poet to win the Nobel Prize
in 1913 for his famous and inspiring work in Gitanjali.

My Perspective Towards Social Media

| felt bad but had some hope that I could still master the
omelet. | took an egg, and | tried to break it with a fork,
but it fell on my dress and spread on the floor. | had
made a bigger mess than before. | still gave it a second
try, but this time with the help of my mother. | did better
than last time, and then | served all my food on a nice
plate and decorated it like the professionals do. Then |
let everyone in my family try my first dish, and
surprisingly, everyone was proud of me. Although it
was difficult to cook this simple dish, it was still a fun

Aarohi More

VIl std

Ananya Waghmare

VIl std

As a student, my perspective on social media is a positive one. It is the platform where people

from all over the world and from all walks of life unite.

The main motives behind creating social media were communication, the spread of information,
and entertainment. Social media has served these purposes and many more. In the past, the only
sources of knowledge were books, journals, newspapers, and other periodicals. Social media has
made it possible for students to get e-books and their teacher’s guidance anytime, anywhere.
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Social media has changed the world by changing people’s perspectives on how they view the
world. We get to know about things we never imagined could exist. Social media shows us again
and again that reality can be more fascinating than fiction.

It helps us reach out to people in need. Organisations
™, ﬂ that provide financial support to the poor during a

‘ crisis ask for donations through social media. These
donations can save a person’s life.

But sadly, everything great has its flaws. It is up to an
individual if they turn social media, a resource, into
an asset or an addiction. Students who overuse social
media end up hampering their academic
performance. They can also develop health issues as
a result of increased screen time and little physical
activity.

Social media is fuel for the growth and progress of an individual, a nation, and the world. It is a
vast ocean of knowledge with endless possibilities and opportunities. Let us use it wisely, and let
not a few hurdles impede the journey towards excellence.

Ayushi Ajay Kedar
X std
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